
Friends of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway (FLOW) 

FLOW as an environmental advocacy  
organization for the protection of the 
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway 



Lower Wisconsin State Riverway 

FLOW also a friends group for WDNR 
and Lower Wisconsin State Riverway 
Board 





A natural floodplain that holds many off-
channel sloughs and oxbows 



 Lake District polluted water pumping 

 

 Contaminated groundwater near Spring Green and 
polluted oxbows 

 

 

 

 

 Contaminated groundwater at BAAP 

 

 New wastewater discharge to Pine River 

 

 Planning and outreach on AIS issues 













Armed with our own water quality study  
 that documented impacts 

 
(water quality criteria violations, transfer 

of fish, nuisance algal growths, loss of 
rare mussel bed, impacts to aquatic 

insects and effluent limits violations)  
 

and 
 

3 contested case hearings scheduled 
 

(we used administrative rules to  
our advantage) 

 
 

FLOW hired MEA to help negotiate  a 
 

settlement at $0.00 cost to FLOW 



New proposal 
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score = 49.76 
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Norton Slough 2008 
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Norton Slough 2011 



Mud Darter (Etheostoma asprigene) 

Starhead topminnow  
(Fundulus dispar) 
Endangered 

Pirate perch  
(Aphredoderus sayanus) 



Badger Army Ammunitions Plant 



Ultimately, protecting this world class river will require 
more than reacting to new threats but to proactively 
lobby for permanent conservation measures including: 



 Reclassify Lower Wisconsin River from ERW to ORW 
as originally intended in 1989 

 Restore annual State Stewardship Funding 

 Use State Stewardship Funding to establish 
conservation buffers around cut-off channel oxbows 
and other environmentally sensitive areas 

 Implement AIS Strategic Plan with River Alliance and 
WDNR 


